[Thoracic sarcoidosis].
Sarcoidosis is essentially a granulomatous disease of unknown etiology. The pathogenesis is assumed to consist in an abnormal immune reaction to a still unidentified antigen. The commonest manifestations of sarcoidosis are mediastinal and hilar lymphadenopathy and pulmonary infiltrates. The complex variety of clinical presentations of sarcoidosis means that the differential diagnosis has to include a wide range of entities. The clinical and radiological features of thoracic sarcoidosis are described, and the spectrum of relevant investigations is discussed. With respect to radiological diagnosis, computed tomography, with its higher sensitivity than other techniques, is of particular value for the precise determination of the morphological correlate of pulmonary and nodal changes and their functional relevance.